
Bulldogs Advance in League Tournament 
By Judy Rogers 
  
 The Golden Plains Bulldogs boys’ basketball team entered the Western Kansas 
Liberty League basketball tournament on January 7 for the first round of hoops action 
held in Grainfield.  The boys, with 2 wins on the season, defeated Logan 45-35 in the 
play-in game to earn first round action against Weskan the following night. 
 Logan started off the game with a 10-7 lead over the Bulldogs in the first quarter, 
but Golden Plains game back with 11 points in the second, holding the Trojans to 8, to 
tied it up at 18 by half time.  The Bulldogs showed more fire in the second half as they 
played hands-up defense and continued their aggressive pursuit in the third as they went 
on a 10-5 run to extend their lead to 33-23 going into the fourth.  Logan was determined 
and put up a bucket and a free throw before Shane Ryburn and Tristan Schwarz added 
buckets and gained a 13 point lead.   

The Trojans kept trying to eat away at that lead and narrowed the gap to 9 half 
way through the fourth.  Joseph Koerperich and Schwarz hit their shots to extend the 
Bulldog lead back to 13, but the Trojans answered those shots to narrow the gap once 
again.  With only 9 seconds remaining, Koerperich hit two free shots and finished the 
game with a 45-35 win for the Bulldogs.Schwarz led the Bulldogs with 11 points along 
with 9 from Koerperich and 8 from Ryburn.  Andrew Luna put in 6 as did Jose Bermudez 
and Camron Spresser scored 5.  “We didn’t’ play as well as we could, but fortunately 
came away with the win” said Luna.   

This victory allowed the Bulldogs to advance in the tournament to face the 
Weskan Coyotes on Tuesday.  The boys had lost to the number 1 seeded Weskan team 
before the Christmas break so they knew they had their work cut out for them.  The 
Coyotes got off to a strong start by putting in 15 points in the first quarter holding the 
Bulldogs to 7.  “We weren’t mentally tough in the first half,” said Luna, “We didn’t 
execute like we were supposed to.”  The Coyotes continued to dominate the full court 
press in the second and tallied an additional 22 points while the ‘Dogs played well but 
their shots just wouldn’t fall as they only put in 8 to trail 37-15 at the half. 

The Bulldogs had their inbounds pass stolen by Weskan to start off the second 
half.  Tristan Schwrz recovered and scored.  Weskan answered his bucket and Camron 
Spresser added 2 more for the Bulldogs along with an and-one free throw. The Coyotes 
answered back and Koerperich put up 2.  Trading baskets with Luna and Bermudez, the 
Bulldogs held their own in the third ending the quarter 26-52.   

Weskan was on fire with a balanced attack in the fourth and pumped in 15 points.  
The Bulldogs struggled again with getting their shots to fall but maintained their 
composure under the pressure as the younger players finished the game with a continuous 
clock gaining tournament experience.  The Bulldogs’ only bucket in the fourth came from 
Luna, but Camron Spresser and Cole Ziegelmeier each made both their free shots for a 
six point quarter.   

“We tried hard, but not hard enough,” added Luna.  C. Spresser and Luna each 
scored 7 points against the Coyotes along with Schwarz-6, Ryburn-4, Koerperich-3, 
Ziegelmeier-2, Bermudez-2, and G. Spresser-1.  The Bulldogs shot well from the line 
making 7 of their 9 attempts.  The Coyotes won the game 67-32 and would go on to win 
the tournament while the Bulldogs advanced to play Northern Valley on Friday. 


